PART VI

THE STORY OF AUSTRALIA

CHAPTER XLI
THE DISCOVERY

ALTHOUGH the English were the first people to form a colony
in the great island continent of Australia, and no other nation
has ever had a share of its soil, it is to Spanish and Portuguese
seamen that the honour belongs of having led the way to the
islands of the Southern Seas. In the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries, as we have already seen in the first part of this book,
Spain and Portugal produced the most daring and skilful
navigators of the world. They were the makers of modem
geography, and they were encouraged by Princes like Henry
of Portugal and Ferdinand of Spain, who were always ready to
reward the discoverers of new lands. The romance of explora-
tion had dominated the imagination of those two nations at a
time when English seamen were content to take their ships
over well-known trading routes and had no ambition to sail into
unknown seas. Nor were they content only to record the
actual discoveries of their navigators. The cartographers and
men of science were always working out new theories as to
what lands might lie behind the veil; and although their bold
speculations were often wildly erroneous, their flights of fancy
being of an unrestricted nature, there is no doubt that they led
to many valuable discoveries.

" One of the great, dreams which haunted the imagination of
those early geographers, was the presence of a Great South
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